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is fed by the Cooum river, has an embankment more than
3 miles long, and irrigates more than 12,000 acres of wet-
weather crops. Madras receives its supply of water from
the Red Hills tank, situated about eight miles distant from
the city. The Telugu Oddes, or Wudders, who are the
navvies of the country, have practically a monopoly of the
work of sinking wells, digging tanks, and constructing
tank bunds (embankments), and other kinds of earthwork.
The caste insignia of the Oddes, as given in the Kanchi
(Conjeeveram) records, 1807, is a spade. Among other
insignia recorded there, are a Cupid for the Deva-dasis
(dancing-girls), and a curry-comb for Christians.
The methods resorted to by cultivators for lifting water
are primitive and simple. One of the best known methods
is by means of a picota or picottah, which consists of a
long lever or yard, pivoted on an upright post, weighted
on the short arm, and bearing a bucket suspended by a
bamboo from the long arm. The picota has also been
described as the trunk of a tree, resting near the middle
of the fork of another tree, like a see-saw, on which men
run up and down to raise a large bucket of water. Picota
is a Portuguese word, and is also applied to the lever of a
ship's pump, and post in which it works. The ship's picota
was also used as a pillory. Thus it is recorded by Caspar
Correa that Vasco da Gama gave orders that no seaman
should wear a cloak, except on Sunday; and if he did so,
he was to be put in the picota for a day.
The Persian wheel for lifting water consists of a large
wheel, which is turned by bullocks walking round in a
circle, and revolves in water by means of cogged gearing.
The wheel carries a number of buckets or pots, and, as it
revolves, the water contained therein is lifted, discharged
into a trough, and conveyed thence by channels. In the
Deccan, and elsewhere, water is often lifted by means of a
mot or large leather bag, which is hauled up with a rope

